Inflammatory pseudotumors of the major salivary glands. Clinicopathologic and immunohistochemical analysis of six cases.
Inflammatory pseudotumor is a pathologic term used to describe reactive, pseudoneoplastic phenomena, which reportedly occur in many parts of the body. Clinicopathologic and immunohistochemical findings in six cases of inflammatory pseudotumor of the major salivary glands are described. All six lesions involved the parotid gland. There were three men and three women affected, with a median age of 72.5 years. All patients presented with a swelling of several months' duration in the parotid region. Five patients were alive and free of tumor at an average of 3.2 years after surgical removal, and one patient was lost to follow-up. The lesions were firm, discrete nodules, grossly described as homogenous yellow-gray tissue. Histologically, all lesions contained a diversified admixture of four histological elements: (a) myofibroblasts, (b) histiocytes, (c) plasma cells, and (d) lymphocytes. Results of immunohistochemical studies showed a biphasic spindle cell population of myofibroblasts and histiocytes with variable staining characteristics for KP-1(CD-3), smooth muscle actin, muscle-specific actin, and vimentin. These findings are in agreement with the concept that inflammatory pseudotumor is a fibroinflammatory lesion with an abundant component of myofibroblastic/fibrohistiocytic elements.